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Speech of the Soii/"i^Cf. Mackey. 



F€UouH)iHzens—I appear before yon this 
eyeniug in an attitude very different from any 
that I have hitherto occupied ou tbe various 
oceasioDB when I have bad tlie honor to ad- 
dress you. My own personal aff lirs have to 
some small extent beeome mixed op with more 
important public matters, and therefore before 
proceeding to the discusaion of those points 
in which, as Bepublicans vou are deeply in- 
terested, it will be necessary that I should, 
with apparent eerocism. obtrude something of 
myself upon your consideration. 
. lammost roluoiant to lo this. No man of 
any modesty likes to make him^^clf the topic ol 
his discourse, and it 1 could deveiope and at- 
tack the secret desierns of tho^ie whom 1 am 
here to denounce without any reference to my- 
self, I should most gladly pursue that course. 
1 concur with tbe editor of the Bspablicftu, in 
his issue of last week, that the removal of Di*. 
Mackey from the vJolleotorship of Customs is 
not of sufficient im[>ortanoe to affect the lie- 
ppbiican party. lu itself, abstractly viewed, it 
IB so. The removal of an hundred office-hold- 
ers must not and cannot produvie aiiy evil ef- 
fects upon our pu:ty. But when the incidents 
that are grouped around this removal are con- 
Bldered, it assumes a very different aspect, and 
that which ought to have been a matter of mere 
personal character becomes dignified with po- 
litical importance. 

If Messrs. Sawyer and Boweo, in removing 
me, had. placed a good Bepublicart in my place; 
if the post was now filled by any one of those 
sturdy soldiers of our party, who have been 
- fSar more than two years fighting the battle of 
Bepnblicanisor in this State; if the appoint- 
ment had been given to any well known and 
tmated Republican, you would have heard from 
me no Word of complaint. The office was not 
xiiine by prescriptive right, ancL having enjoy- 
ed its honors and emoluments for four years, I 
would have willingly suArendered it to as good 
a Bepublican as myself, to one who would have 
used its patroni^ for the advancement of oar 
principles, and who would have wielded no in- 
fluence that the position gave him for purposes 
inimical to our party. 

But what has been the fiiot? I, a Bepublican, 
acknowledged eveiywhere to be such, one who 
has never faltered for an instant under any 
oifoumstances from my aUegiance to my party, 
and who at the very moment of my removal 
was exerting all my efforts to secare the pa- 
tronage of the government which was in my 
bands to Bepublicans, have been displaced.and 
a person appointed of whom it is very difficult, 
ftom aoyihing that he has ever done or said, 



to predicate that a single drop of Bepubhcan 
olood flows in his veins. Of Mr. 01ark*s per- 
sonal character or antecedents I have nothing 
to say. it would be indecorous and irrelevant 
to introduce such a topic into this discussion. 
Bat Hs he is an aspirant for political office, as I 
have been rciitived by his Congressional sup- 
porters on the plea that my retention in office 
fvould oe detrimental to the Bepublican party, 
(for this Senator Sawyer declares was his rea- 
son for recommending my removal,) andconse- 
queiitly as he and they must claim that 
?J.r. Clark's appointment was of advantage to 
the party, 1 have a risfht to disease his politi- 
cal ohar})C^er,and to sweep away, if I can, these 
false claims to your confidence. 

What has been Mr. Clark's recoid among us? 
Who ever saw him at a Bepublican meeting, 
excppt on the night preceding the Municipal 
election, when his presence was to be attribu- 
ted, not so much to his love for Bepublicans, 
as to his indignation with the Democrats,who 
had vbry wisely refused to give him the nomi- 
nation as Mayor, which he sought at their 
hands? The Democratic party is a very shrewd 
one— itft leaders are veterans in political war- 
fare, and they were too intelUgent, and, I must 
say, too honest— for however I detest their 
principles, I admire their consistency— to trust 
a man who had showed his willingness to play 
fast and loose, and who seemed actuated only 
by the seven cardinal principles, which consist 
of five loaves and two little fishes. 

When he was appointed by miUtary authori- 
ty to the post of the Mayor of this city, did ke 
exercise the vast patronage of that office for 
the advantage of the starving Bepublicans who 
daily importuned him for bread ? No. Anx- 
ious to conciliate the aristocracy of the city, 
be sought in eyery way affiliation with the 
Democrats, fle took Democrats for his coun- 
sellors, he appointed Democrats to office, and 
he worked, in entire ignorance of the true 
Democratic oharactw. to gain the suffirage of 
that party. 

Senator Savyer, about as good a Bepubhcan 
as Mx, Clark, has recently boasted that not 
one-twentieth oP the present members of the 
General Assembly will be returned at the next 
election, but that the Legislature will consist 
ot an entirely different class of people. He 
means, of course. Democrats and Conserva- 
tives— in my opinion synonymous terms. The 
wish of course is here the father of the 
thought. Our honorable senator hopes to see 
the change, and, therefore, thinks that by the 
aid of Congressman Bowen and a few others, 
he can accomplish tbe, to him, desirable 



change. But, with the bleesing of HeaveD. he 
will be wofdlly disai^pointed. 

So Mayor Clark, in a similar short-sighted- 
ness, supposed that Kepublicanism— the party 
of the poor man— conid not withstand the at- 
tacks of wealthy Democracy. He, too, sup- 
posed^ that when the city elociion should be 
ordered, and a Mayor was to be chosen by the 
people, that people wovld be Democratic in 
their sentiments. He believed that the Demo- 
erats would poll the largest number of votes, 
and hence, as he iutonded to become a candi- 
date for that profitable position, his course of 
conciliation towards fhe Democrats was adopi- 
ed. The history of his administration is the 
history^f an attempt to conciliate men who he 
thought would soon bo in power, to atone to 
them by his obsequiousness for t^e sin of his 
having been in the Federal ariny, although only 
in the harmless position of a sutler. Look at 
his record. Surrounded by a Democratic coun- 
cil—bestowing all his patronage oa Democrats 
—he finally sought the nomination of the De- 
mocrats, and it was refused. Then, ^Or the 
moment, in a fit of spleen, he pretended to 
come over to the Republican ranka and voted 
for th^ Bepublican candidate. But his Repub- 
licanism was very ehort-lived. The Republi- 
cans carried their ticket. The Democrats 
sought to vitiate the election, arjd I blame 
them not for the attempl ; they had been beat- 
en, and they sought ^o quash the victory. Bat 
how would a Republican have acted in Mr. 
Clark's place, and how did he act? A true 
Republican would have lent all the power of 
his position to secure the victory that his par- 
ty had gained. But Mr. Clark, for months, 
opposed, upon every legal quibble that' our 
Democratic contestants could urge, the instal- 
lation of the Republioan Mayor and Aldermen. 
He retained the office as long as he could— re- 
tained in office his Democratic employees, and 
kept starving Republicans from pnblio em- 
ployment. We had worked hard for this vio 
tory, and if for months the fmii of it was de- 
layed, it is Mayor Clark whom we have to 
thank that the tree did not bring forth. 

At last, a Republican Legislature was com- 
pelled to legislate him out of office, and, even 
then, so little respect did he pay to the voice 
of our party that he again resorted to legal 
subtleties before he would consent to loosen 
his grasp on the beloved form of his idol office. 
And now, after all this I, a Republican, 
whom no disappointments could ever wean 
from my party, who has clung to its principles 
with unswerving fidelity, who has been de- 
nounced by the Democratic press and by the 
Demooratio leaders, I am removed as a detri- 
ment to my party, and this man, who has no 
Republican record at all— all of whose affilia- 
tions have been tendered to the Democrats— is 
made to assume my place. 

My mere removal, as I have said before, is a 
matter of no importance to the party or, the 
nation. Bat accompanied by such incidents 
it assumes a suspicious shape, which entitles 
it to our considerations. When SenatcM: Saw- 
yer and Congressman Bowen said that my re- 
tention in office was detrimental to the Repub- 
lican party, they knew that it was an untruth. 
They used it only because in no other way 
could they affect the President and the Secre- 



tary. But behind this was concealed the real 
reason which I shall develope in a very few 
words. 

^B I stated to Secretary Boutwell, the real 
reason of the opposition of Messrs. Sawyer andt 
Bowen to rao is to be found in the fact that as 
an active, open and uncompromising Republi- 
oan. I cannot be malias[od by Senator Sawyer 
and Mr. Bowen, who, with a ftow others under 
senatorial manipulation, are striving to estab' 
lish a Conservative party in South Carolina by 
the defection of such weak Republicans as they 
can control, and by a combination of the Cop* 
perheads with certain of our native Demoerats. 
This party, if successful, must be built up on 
the ruins of the Republiean party. They know 
that I can neither be bought by the hope of 
office nor iotimidated by the fear of losing it, 
to aid their unhallowed echexne, and hence my 
removal must be effected tbat tbe patronage of 
the Customhouse may be placed in more sob- 
aervieut hands. 

As explanatory of this theory which I pro- 
pound, it is necessary that I should say some* 
thing of Senator Sawyer's Republican record. 
I shall not be sparing here, because I. was first 
attacked, and m my defence I will use a sword 
as shaj^ as thxt of my assailant. And yet I 
find it very difficult to say anything of the 
honorable senator's Republicanism. The sub- 
ject matter is too minute to afford much oppor- 
tunity of diecussion. The celebrated Dr. Swifti 
once, to show the versatility of his genius, 
wrote **An Essay on a Broomstick." And he 
made a very good thing of it. But it would 
require a much greater amount of genius to 
concoct an **£ssay on Senator Sawyer's Repub- 
licanism." The writer would not knowwhero 
to begin or how to ond. Tbe exordium and 
the arsrument and the peroration would aU bo 
comprised in one brief sentence, JEiznihila, 
nihUJU^ *'Out of nothing, nothing comes.'* 

Let me enliven this address with a familiar 
and pertinent anecdote: 

A celebrated painter was once employed by 
a would-be patron of the arts to paint on tho 
wall of one of his rooms a picture of Pharaoh 
and his host crossing the Red Sea. After a 
few days, the artist, having finished his work^ 
sent for his patron to view it. Upon entering 
the room he saw nothing upon the wall but 
one vast sheet of bright red paint. *'Where,** 
said hf in aBtonishment, "where is the Red 
Sea?" "Why, there," replied the artist, "it 
lies before you." "And where, then," asked 
the patron, "are Pharaoh and his hostl" "Why 
they are all drowned in the sea." . . 

So, if I were called upon, supposing I weiro 
an artist, to paint upon some wall an allegori- 
cal picture of Senator Sawyer's RepubHcanism. 
I should accomplish the . task as follows: I 
shouk) cover the wall from ceiling to floor with 
bills of the Bank of the State, purchased at ten. 
cents and twenty cents on the dollar and re- 
deemed by Sawyer's manipulations at their par 
value by legislative act. And if any spectator 
were to ask me where were Senator Sawyer's 

dtice, I should point to the bills and say they 
before you; and if I were then asked where 
were his ptinciples, I should say they are un- 
der the bills. 

But it were a waste of time to spend another 
moment on this gentleman's Republicanism. 



It is too miorosoopio for details. Well did ho 
Isimself 8»y^ &few days einoe, that he did not 
haye a particle of inflaence with the Bepublican 
party. . ¥here is, I am sure, not a man in this 
xoom who believes him to be a Bepnblicao, or 
ever to have been one. The political phrase of 
shooting at a dead duck has become rather too 
hackneyed for repetition. Well, then, this an- 
oient Demoorat^for in that school was he rear- 
ed-~this man who, in his oiifrinal profession, 
was brought to our shores to introdnoe a new 
system of teachinsr, because all his affiliations 
were avowed to be with Southern slaveholders, 
and who, in his Democraoy, has returned with 
all its oriffinal fervor to his first love— this sen- 
ator, elected by the Democratic votes of the 
Legislature, and acknowledging his indebted- 
ness to that balance of power, who selects his 
fiie&ds from among the Democrats, and who 
neither wmtes, nor speaks, nor acts without 
the advice and counsel of one of the shrewdest 
and most popular of the Democratic leaders of 
our city, is a iit one to devise the nefarious 
scheme of desttoyingtbe Bepublican party and 
building a Vircrinia conservausm (Heaven help 
tlie mark) upon the ruins of all that we hold 
dear in oar polilioal faith. 

As I charge Congressman C. O. Bo won with 
t>eing a oo-conspirator in this unholy allianea, 
it will be necessary that 1 should say some- 
tiling of his political record. And here I shall 
have to introduce matters of personal rela- 
tion to myself, which I would gladly have 
avoided, because Mr. Bowen, in proving a 
traitor to the Bepublican party, was compelled 
from my official position to ma ke his first at- 
tack upon the party through me. My removal 
firom office must again be made the topic of 
discussion, not because in instigating that 
removal Mr. Bowen has violated every pledge 
that an honorable man hojds dear« but because 
in that removal he has shown his antagonism 
to our party, and his perfect readiness to |ohi 
■our enemies infielling us outw 

I do not deny the original Bepublioanism of 
Mr. Boweu. 'It was because I knew him to be 
« Bepublican that from the beginning I and 
my family have fostered, sustained and elevat- 
ed him. I^ndoubtedly, at first, he was a good 
Bepublican, but the amount of temptation that 
a man withstands is the true measure of his 
▼irtue. Judas Iseariot was onee a saint and 
Benedict Arnold s patriot. And Mr. Bowen, 
like these two wortliies, had just so much Re- 
publicanism as to remain pure only until temp- 
tation was presented. But all this is a pre?- 
Dant evidence of the existence of the political 
oonspiiacv- which 1 am denouncing. The 
course of Mr. Bowen's, from the time of the 
inauguration of our party in this S'ate until 
very recently, was such as clearly to identity 
him during aU that period with the Bepublican 
patty. But the party has made no change in 
its political principles— it stands on its original 
platform, and therefore it cannot have left Mr. 
Bowen beiiind. If he was a true man, be 
would, in this progress of events, ha fomiLl 
ftith us stilL But he is not now ftmoug ais; kia 
present allies are Democrats and O^ppt^rhuadH, 
and men whom ho himself has T-^pi^rvted!? de- 
Douueed; and the party which ga^t b^rei f:"3i.'4:i, 
now turn from him in loathing aitd iliHi^uat. 

How can this be ? What has wtui^ght ''this 



f change over the* spirit of his dream ?" Hie 
r answer is ready at hand. The thirty pieces of 
{ silver have been offerod and been accepted. 
0. O. Bowen has sold himself to the Sawyer 
Democratioo-conserVAtive party. But ne has 
overreached his purchasers in the bargain. 
They supposed that in selling himself he would 
sell also the party who had trusted him. But 
we denouQce the traitorous contract, fle has 
no title in us, and we repudiate him and his 
bargain. 

Mr. Bowen, finding on bis arrival home that 
his treachery had been marked, and was to be 
punished by the pariy that he had basely be- 
trayed, has sought in some weak way to clear 
I his skirts of ^uiit by denunciations of me, all 
p of which aiV3 based upon falsehood, and to 
which, therefore, I am compelled to respond. 

He asserts that I have persistently kept 
rebels and Democrats in office; that he has 
sought to induce me to remove them and to 
nominate Bepnblioans in their place, and^ that 
I h^ve positively refused to do so. Novv, in all 
this there is not one single word of truth. 
There is not in the real facta that have o;.'- 
curredthe slightest foundation ou which, by a 
misunderstanding or a misapprehension, he 
could be excused for making such statements. 
And he would have pm*8Uod a more manly 
course had he openly avowed his treachery 
and not added falsehood and slander to the list m 
of his crimes. • 

E^'erybody knows, who knows anything of 
the political history of the country, that dnr- --* 
ing the last two years of the administration of 
Andrew Johnson there was do possible way of 
getting Democrats out of office and Bepubli- 
cans in. I tried it repeatedly, but could never 
succeed. 

But General Grant having been elected as a 
Bepublican President, and Mr. Boutwpll. tho 
Secretary of the Treasury being a well known: 
Badical, I presumed that the time had now 
come when the patronage of the office I held 
could be bestowed on the men of my party. 

Accordingly, as soon as I had returned home 
from Washington, whither I bud gone to view 
the inanguration of General Grant, and as soon 
as I had recovered from a severe illness which 
confined me to my room for some weoks, I 
made ^he first attempt. 
\ On the 15th of Apr.l, 1869, 1 sent to the 8e- 
' oretary of tho Treasury the nomination of four 
I srood Bepublicans, one white and three colored 
I men, and at the same time recommended the 
' removal of four Democrats whom the former 
administration had compelled me to keep in 
office. I did this on my own motion and with- 
out any consultation with Mr. Bowen, except 
that in Washington I had told him in the 
course of conversation that such was t^e gen- 
ial policy which 1 intended to pursue. To 
these nominations I received no reply, notwith- 
standing that I again wrote to m'ge some 
action. On Mr. Bowen's arrival in the cii^, I 
expressed my . surprise at the non-action of 
the Department, when, with a duplicity that is 
seldom equalled, he confessed his inabihty to 
say why no action had been taken, and ex- 
pressed himself well pleasM with the nomina- 
tion:! that I had made. • 

Subsequently, when I went to Washington 
to demand the cause of my removal, I stated 



the fact of my havlni? made nominations in 
April to the Beoretary, who expressed his sur- 
prise at the statement, and immediately sent 
for ^e clerk in the appointment bureau. Of 
this clerk he asked, "Why were not these nom- 
inations of Dr. Mackey laid before me ?'* The 
reply was, "Becaase Mr. Bowen requested 
Ihat they should not, as he was opposed to 
them." 

One would suppose that this was duplicity 
and falsehood enough to fill the measure ot 
any one man's infamy. But there are other 
jewels of like value in Mr. Bo wen's crown; 
there are other stain:) upon his character in 
these transactioDs, which the title of hooora- 
ble, prefixed by Congressional courtesy to 
his name, can never wipe away. 

On the 28th of May, Mr. Bowen wrote me a 
letter, (I have it in ray hands,) sabmitting a 
list of persons to be removed from the Custom- 
house, and asking my concurrence. This list 
contained sixteen names, one of them being a 
black man and a true BepubiicaD. Four out 
of these sixteen were not under my control, 
as the appointments were not made by me , 
namely, an appraiser, wbo is appointed by the 
ProHident, two steamboat inspectors, who are 
nominated by tbo supervisor at Baltimore, the 
district jndge and myself, and the appraiser's 
porter, who is appointed by the appraisers. 
^ There remained then twelve names npjn 
• which I could legitimately operate. I invited 
Mr. Be wen to a consultation at my own house, 
and there in my library be and I, with two mu- 
tual friends, consulted on the nominations to 
be sent on to Washington. Of the twelve 
names that he had suggested we adopted 
seven, and added, by mutual agreement, three 
more — making in ail ten Republicans whose 
names I was to send to the Department. There 
were one Democrat and one weak-kneed Be- 
publicaa left, who, for reasons pcrfectlv satis- 
factory to Mr. Bowen, were to be retained for 
a brief period. 

To the list thus made by Mr. Bowen and my- 
self, at my hbrary table, he promised his hear- 
ty support. He slated that he would leave for 
Washington the next day, which would be Sun- 
day, and it was then and there agreed that on 
Monday I should mail the first batch of nomi- 
nations to Washington, and on Wednesday the 
second, and he promised to go to the Depart- 
ment and urge them through. Among the no- 
minations upon which we ajErreed ^ere those of 
three men, who had been nominated by me on 
the 15th of April, being the representatives of 
the three classes—a white man, a colored one, 
and a black ooe. Will it be believed that after 
all his promises and assurancss, Mr. Bowen 
went to the Department and again opposed 
the appointmeot of these three men, men as 
good BepubiicaD s as any that we have ia our 
ranks, and men whom he himself had at my 
house concurred with me in recommending ? 
Can duplicity and base falsehood go further? 
Looking to the pledges of friendship violated, 
to the ties of party sundered, to the words of 
man spoken to man and reck lessly repudiat- 
ed, ore you not ready to exclaim with Glouster: 

"O, luonetrous treachery I Can this be so; 
That in aVdance, amity and caths. 
Ihere sbould be found such fUlse, diasembling 
guile." 



In all this, X *'8pei^ by the card;** the doco- 
ments are in my posssession, and are ready to 
be shown, and have already been shown to 
hundreds, which dearly show that Mr. Bowen 
has proved faithless to every pledge that he 
has made. 

Seven of the Bepublicans nominated by me 
were confirmed. By Mr. Bowen's influence ' 
three were rejeeied, and three Demoorats haV^ 
been retained. I proposed to make a clean 
sweep^and according to the favorite dogma • 
of the Democratic party that *Ho the victors 
belong the spoils," I was prepared to give 1K> 
office in the Customhouse to any one who was 
not a Bepublican. In this t>olicy Mr. Bowen 
promised to sustain me. I began to pursue it. 
Secretly and underhandedly, at WashingtoD, 
he opposed it. He resisted tiie appointment 
of several good Bepublicans. and at last placed 
the crowning stone on his column of treachery 
by getting tJ^e Bepublican Colleotor- removed 
and a Democrat put in his place. 

But this is not the entire sum of Mr. Boweo's 
treachery to our party. He knew that every 
Federal office in this eity was occupied by 
Democrats or Copperheads, that of Collector 
bt Customs alone excepted. He knew that, ,' 
backed by a B'^publican Presideut, and a Con- . 
gross whose Bepubhcan maiority was greater 
than it had ever been, the effort to remove 
these enemies to Bepublicanism, If made, must • 
have been snecessful. He was urged to make 
ibis effort by our Legislature, by public meet- 
ings ol his constituents, and by the private re- 
moustrances of friends. To every application 
to aid his party by the removal of these men 
he was silent, or rf^tnmed rude and insulting 
answers. He, a Bepublican member of Con- 
gress, representing a Bepublican constituen- 
cy, has made not one effort to remove a Demo- 
crat from Federal office in his district, or to 
put a Bepublican in; but, on the contrary, ex- 
pended his energies in securing the removal of 
the only Bepublican who held a Federal ap- 
pointment. 

Fellow-citizens, standing here befbre you as 
a Bepublican, one whom many of you have 
honored as a leader, one whom you have ap- 
pointed as a watohman on the tower to look 
out for the safety of your rights and libertieB, 
I, in the name of the great Bepublican party of 
South Carolina, whom he has deserted, de- 
nounce the Hon. C. 0. Bowen as a traitor to 
his party. 

I denounce him because he has aided in the 
removal of Bepublicans from office. 

I denounce him because he has assisted in 
the retention and the appointment of Demo- 
crats. 

I denounce him because he has treated the 
remonstrances of the Bepublican members of 
the Legislature, expressed in caucus and the 
resolutions of his own constitut^nts adopted in 
public meetings, with rudeness and contempt. 

I denounce him beoause he has stood by as 
an aider and ab?ttor, and seen every Federal 
office in this city in the hands of Democrats or 
of men of no political character whatever, 
while his constituents, the men whose votes . . 
gave him the power which he now wields, have 
been left out in the cold. 

I denounce him because the men with whom 
he now associates politioally arc men who have 



seTAT been reeognized by tbe Bepablioan par- 
ty, but men many of whom he has himselt de- 
lioanced on former ocoasiODS. 

I denonnoe him becanse he has become tbo 
tool of a senator, whose election he opposed 
f ' on the gronnd tbat he did not, in his opmion, 
represent the Bepnbhcao party, and whoso 
seat in the Senate of the United States he con- 
. tested on the ground that he had given aid 
and assistance to the rebellion, and could not 
ti^e the iron-clad oath without perjury. Of 
this accusation, made on oath befoie a magis- 
trate of WashiURton, the original is on file in 
the fcJenate Chamber. 

And, lastly, I denounce him beonuse, since 
his election, he bas not attempted to perform 
oneaotforthe benefic of his people. With a 
postoffice to be built, a customhouse to be re- 
paired land completed, and other public works 
of great importance fo be begun, he has not 
made an effort to obtain an appropriation by 
which employment would have been supplied to 
our starving populatim. 

On these charges I arraign him, Republicana 
of Gbarleston, before you as a renegade, faith- 
less to all tbe pledgee he ever made to you, and 
treaob'erouB to the party who elected. him. 

How say you, is he guilty or not guilty ? 

ITo this (he atidience responded, vdih one 
voioe^^ 'Gmuyx 1 "J 

. Qnilty, wyou; then let him be taken on 
tbe day of the nex: geaeral election to the 
polls, and there let him be politically behead- 
ed. And. until then, let him be kept in the 
close confinement of an intercourse with Cop- 
perheads and Democrats and weak-kneed Re- 
publicans. And may the Lord have mercy 
upon bis soul. 

And now, fellow citizens, we have discovered 
the disease; let us apply the remedy. An at- 
tempt is to be ir augrurated to make another 
Yirginiaof South Carolina. You all know 
what I mean by that. The Conservatives 
uniting m that State with the Democrats, have 
recently given a political victory to the latter 
party. No matt')r what a few jomTialistn have 
said, our friends at the North thoroughly un- 
derstand the game, and are not deceived by 
• any declarations of the Walkerites. A victory 
like that of Virginia in our State would hand 
over the Bepublican party to the tender mer- 
cies of the Democrats. This is the e^ame that 
Messrs. Sawyer and Bowen are prepared to 
play. Are you ready to lend your countenance, 
your aid and assistance to tbe unholy scheme ? 
Are you willing to surrender those precious 
rights which a bitter war of four yeai^s, and a 
scarcely less bitter political strit^ of four years 
more, have secured to you ? 

If you are not, then stand to your arms. 
Oppose these first attempts with vigor and 
maintain your opposition with perseverance. 
Of Democrats manfully fighting us in open 
field as brave soldiers should do, we have no 
fear. Twice have we conquered them and vic- 
tory still hovers over oui: banners. Still less 
need we fear a corporaPs guard of tamcoats, 
who having once sold their friends are likely 
at any time "for a congideration** to sell their 
quondam enemies. Our former contests with 
the Democratic party were waged under dU 
the disadvantages of an administration at 
Washington hostile to our poUtical princi- 
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pies. Now we have at the capitol a President 
whom Bopublicans have put into his elevatei 
seat and an administration of B'jpnblicao min 
isters. They may have made a few blunders 
for which they are excusable, because the 
could have had no reason to suppos.^ that sen 
ators and representatives, professing to b« 
Bepublicans, would be false to their party 
But time, which snbdues ail things, will sooi 
overcome this baneful inflaeoce anddestro; 
this misplaeed confidence. I have every true 
in the determination of the President and hi. 
Cabinet to sustain the Bepublican party in it. 
struggle, and until this trust is shaken b: 
some overt act I shall contiuue to sustain th* 
President and the administration. 

It has been reported that I have deneuncet 
the President and the Secretary of the Treasu 
ry. Mv friends, the report is not true. '. 
stand by the present administration. I an. 
not the man to abandon my principles becaus' 
of an act of personal injustice; and moreover. 
I acquit the President and the Secretary o?^ 
anythiag more in my suspension than (he f 
commission of a mistake for which they are 
fully excused by the ciroumstanc iS of the in- 
fluenees that were brought to bear upon them. 
AS for Secretary Boutwell, no man in this 
country has a better record as a Bepublican 
than he; and I am ready now, as I have ever 
been, to fight with him under the same 
banner. [ 

And I have been accused too of dividing tbe 
Bepublican party. My Mends tne accusation 
is too preposterously absurd to need retuta- 
tion. But in fact the Bepublican party is not 
divided, and I have no fear that it will ever 
be in this State, At some future period. Hea- 
ve a grant it may be far distant, we may be 
conquered, but if we are, we will go down with 
our fia^ fiying and every gua firing. V^e are 
now an unit, and we intend to remain so. The 
defection of one leader on do us no harm. 
He did not make the party, the party made 
him. As we made him, so can we unmake him. 
Without his seat in (Jon&rress he is less than 
nothing. With it, having now shown his cards, 
he can do no more than speculate in a lew 
paltry offices. The highest market value of 
them all, aggregated into one sum, wi'l not 
be sufficient to purchase one honest man's 
vote. 

And ourhonoiabl3 senator clustering around 
him a few score of office-seekers, may throw 
him >elf into the arms of the Democrats, but 
the gift will neither, from respectability of 
character, amount of intelligence, or magni- 
tude of numbers, be worthy of acceptance. 

Mr. Sawyer never was recognized as a 
true Bepublican; Mr. Bowen, by his want 
of pohtical integrity, has forever lost the 
affections and forfeited the confidence ol 
his consiituents. Who then, for one mo- 
ment, would Euopose that these men conk' 
divide the party ? No. The Bepublican partj 
is now, as it has ever been, one and indivisible 
This morning have I learned, from high an 
thority, that our brethren in the country art 
speaking on this| subject with but one voice. 
Their cry, from the mountains to the seaboard, 
is **down with the traitors," and in every town 
and hamlet in our good old commonwealth the 
same denunciations of treason that have beea 
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made here to-niffht are uttered by ihe honest, 
tratbfal mea, who support, have always sup- 
TKirtod, and will forever support, our prin- 
eiples. 

These principles, fellow-Bepnblioans, are 
few, bat they are potent for siicoess. On the 
banner of Bepublioanism are inscribed, in let- 
ters of living llerht, these words of cheer to 
every poor mans heart: **Eqaal political 
riKhtB to all men of every race. Protection to 
labor. Free speech, free schools and al^ee 
baUot." 

Under this banner we will go forth to con- 
quer. Success must be oars. Whoever may 
be ftJse and treacherous; to th^ party, it mat- 
ters not. if we are true to oarseWes. 



The following BesoJutions were unanimously 
adopted by the meeting : 

Whereas, Not one Federal o£See in this city, 

> filled by appointment of the E^sident, is now 

held by a known or recognized Bepnblican; 

and whereas, it has been shown by clear and' 

' indisputable evidence, that the Rational 

Administration in makiag these appointments 

has been deceived by the false representations 

of the Hon. F. A. Sawyer and the Hon. 0. 0. 

i Bowen, our senator and representative in 

i Congress ; and whereas, it is the right of the 



I peop!^, freely and fearlesslv, to express 4h^ 
opmion of the conduct of their representa- 
tives be it therefore 

I L Resotced, by the Bepnbhcans of Oharles- 
I toiij in mass meeting assembled, • That the 
] Hon. F, A. Sawyer and the Hon. 0. C. Bowen, 
OUT nenator and representative in Oongress, 
ba?e violated their most solemn pledges to ( 
tho Bf publicans of Sonth Carolina, and have 
betrayed the trust confided to them by their 
codtitilaents. 

% Reaolned, That the B-apublicaDS of 
Charleston, in common with all loyal men in 
Boutb Carolina, regard the removal of the Hon. 
A, 0« Mackey from the office of Oollector of 
Oiujtonis at this port, uid the appointment ( 
of George W. Clark, the mo^t oitter and 
persistent enemy of the Bepublioan party as 
bis HuDcessor, as an insult unwittingly oast ( 
upc>D overy true Bepublican in the State, 
tbiOD;:;h the treacherous misrepresentations of i 
mf^ij, who, unmindful of the people that ele- ^ 
rated tbem to ofi&oe, have vielated every obli- 
f;atiQD of personal honor and every teaching <>f 
political good faith. 

3. Besoined, That a copy of these resolu- 
tioDE !je duly certified and forwarded to his 
Excellency the President, the Secretary of the 
Trtasory, the Pzesident of the. Senate and the 
Speakei* of the House of BepresentativeB of 
ihe United States. 
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